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Input to the Post-i2010 Consultation

Priorities for New Strategy for the European Information Society (2010-2015)

The Alliance for Passenger Connectivity (APC) appreciates the opportunity to provide comment through the European Comission’s post-i2010 consultation process.  The consultation addresses key issues of concern to APC members as they roll out innovative services for which European consumers have shown strong demand.  This response focuses in particular on
· ICT for a growth and jobs agenda
· Creating a 100% connected society and economy through a high-speed and open internet for all
· Consolidating the online Single Market
ICT for a Growth and Jobs Agenda
APC members offer connectivity solutions targeting aircraft passengers, a market projected to reach $2.72 billion by 2012
.  Services include Mobile Communications on Aircraft (MCA), internet connectivity and other technologies bracketed under the term ‘In-flight Entertainment and Connectivity’ (IFE&C).  Many of these technologies are brought to market by European interests, authorised or exempted from authorisation by European telecommunications regulators, and certificated by the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).  
With development, production, sales and use across Europe, the IFE&C sector meets the criteria for inclusion in the ‘ICT for a growth and jobs agenda’.  We therefore encourage the Commission to recognise IFE&C as a European interest, which should be supported by ICT sector development initiatives. 
Creating a 100% Connected Society and Economy through a High-speed and Open Internet for All

The advent of satellite Aircraft Earth Stations (AES) permits network availability to be safely rolled out to aircraft passengers, a community with a previously unmet demand for connectivity.  Consumer demand was recognized by the Commission in Press Release IP/09/526, which stated that onboard mobile connectivity is ‘particularly sought after by business travelers and younger passengers’. 
A 100% connected society policy requires measures to be undertaken to ensure the availability of on-board connectivity as standard.  It is recommended that any such Commission initiatives include reference to the passenger environment. 
Consolidating the online Single Market

The European Commission’s creation of a regulatory framework – with global reach – for Mobile Communication on Aircraft systems (MCA) demonstrated that harmonized European measures can underpin a single market for regulated services.  However, there remain disparities between member states in the implementation of authorisation measures, which place an unwarranted cost pressure on operators trying to comply with varying regulatory requirements.  
In addition, although the in-flight use of MCA services has been contemplated by European legislation, installation rights, on-ground testing and ongoing maintenance are not covered – despite remaining regulatory requirements in each Member State.
In order to ensure that European legislation promotes the single market, and does not place undue regulatory and cost burdens on operators providing innovative services that clearly meet demand, a standardized authorisation procedure should be recognized for EU-registered aircraft.  To avoid double licensing, no authorisation process should be required to be completed for foreign-registered aircraft.
In addition, to facilitate the entry of on-board systems in Europe, harmonized light-touch measures for the on-ground testing, maintenance and installation should be adopted.  
Sincerely,

James Cemmell

Secretariat, Alliance for Passenger Connectivity

About the Alliance for Passenger Connectivity www.stay-connected.org/
The Alliance for Passenger Connectivity (APC) is a coalition of companies dedicated to enabling passengers and crew on board aircraft to stay connected while in flight.  The Alliance recognizes that travelers increasingly want the same availability of communications technologies they enjoy on the ground to travel with them to the skies.  We build, integrate, and offer tested connectivity solutions – so business travelers can remain productive, families and friends can remain in touch, and airlines can operate safely with today’s consumer-demanded technologies.
� 2008 ‘World In-flight Entertainment and Connectivity Market - Investment Analysis’ Frost & Sullivan.
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